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ENTERTAINMENTS

SHAVIAN COMEDY
“You Never Can Tell”

Repertory Success

CABT OF CHARACTERS.

Fergus Crimpton .. Royston Miarcus
Bohun, KO, . 0 «: .- Bob Risson
Fipch MeComas . Frank O'Sulllvan
The Walter .. Jum Pendleion
Valentineg .. .. se «« ‘Tom Stophens |
Phillp Clandon «s as .. Jim Felgate
Mra, Clandan Uiwen Camphall
Dolly Clanden .. .. Patricla Trace
(Morie Clandon .« Babatle Fergussom|

Genrge Bernard 8haw has no rival
In the deft uss of caustlc wit, Although
“You Mever Can Tell," which the
Brisbane Rspertory Playera prosanied
at His Majesty's Thoatre last nlght,
filla within the author's category of
Plaza Pleasant—and although It®ls &
rollicking comedy—yel thers are In-
oepfant thrusts In It of that mordant
humour from which Bhaw, even &t his

L

| most benevolent, i8 never entirely free.

In this comedy, for example, there s
n biting lesson for molhers on how

ta bring up thelr children and ‘a
dangerous lesson for children on
how 1o brush aslde the humbug
aof thelr parenis An Mr.
P, L5 Wodehousa would. B4y,
the stes! what's-his-name ls success-
tully concesled within the wvelvet

thingummy. And sloce there In & sLreak
of malleg in all men—and aven in some
women—the appesl of Hhaws madeol-
ous humour must always be general,
That humour was well suggested by
the players. :
In the first tan minttes of this show
It was cijear that It would "go" and it
looked Imp-obable that there wouid be
any amateurish work perpetmied—
puch as tpd often coreepns Into repertary
performances, which pursulng art for
ori'sa sake, o (o speal, Are not bound
by the commercial necassity of con-
forming to a standard The opeping
;a.fnhl:r. of Dolly Clapdon (Patrleia
Tmos in the dentist's surgery Eave
the key lo her quallty ef |rresponel-
bility, plquancy, cheek, charm, and In-
might. From the jerking out of her
tooth to the final eourinin she never et
hor audlende down, though she ooea-
slonally overplayed herself, Ehe had
the lightness of touch and the quick-
ness of wit and spesoh without which
this young female devil from Madeirs
i.lﬁ'lﬂihln[.. Phitl
ar (win illp (Jim Feigate) sur=ly
required the same lightness and wwift-
ness—the same “tip and run” qualliss,
But he had them not, He was a ltile
slow and heavy. This ma-red the per-
fect support one was due lo expect

National Library of Australia

siow and heavy. This macred the per-
fect support ope was dus lo axpact
in thim pair, But this does not mean
that Phillp did not make his pointw

Jum Pendieton wa® the parfech
waiter, He contrived those alternations
batween humanity and profesilonal- |
Ism which make hls part. The role of
a wilter is usually an easy one Lo play-.
But this was no ordinary waiter, De-
mands In porsonality were made on
him, and he was equal to them.

Giwen Campbell, as Mre., Clandon 4l
not  Impose  hersel! on  the audi-
enca  as  that  sbavian  purveyor
of  uplift was manifestly Intended
to do by the author, Mps, Tlandon
Is & real presence, with her curlously
divided watertight compartments in-
hablted by abthoress and mother ro=-
speciively. Bul In nelther compart-
ment did Gwen Camphell, th h ml-
Ways on ihs competent level become
really Impressive.

Babettea Fergusson as Olorla began
with an unohtrusivensss which was
ftting; hut which. gave lttle promise
of the superb quality she was to ex-

hiblt later. Thin was proph of the
mmﬁ rtia

subtliety with which s
gradations betwesn the amaotlanal

|1|.-Ir:lu and the warm-bicoded woman

to whom love came In apite of herself.
Bhe had the faca for that early in-
carnation of polss and hauteur. Bhe
had, no Jess, the face for msurrender
when her defencea wers broken down.
And she has a volea positivaly allur-
ing In Its modulation and contral, She
Enve eunlly the finest Interpratation
of Shaw In the whole company—
which s saying much.

What Is true of Babelte Fergusson,
In the way of reticent beglining and
ultlmates rise applies. In o modified
degres, o Tom Btephens, who playad
Valentine. As  the commonplace
young “lvory anatcher™ whe ‘was
touched (o passion by this seemingly
frigid young woman with the pssudno-
defences, he nlwaye was good,

Royston Marcus as Fergus Cramp-
ton made nn mistake about It. He
wns guite definite in his bearlshneas
and [rritabllity—as sombre and brood -
Ing 28 some Soviet dictator, axcent
when moved ta the shouting plich by
hism famlly., Hls consisiency was ad-
mirable,

Eob Riseon as Bohun ang Frank
O'Bulllvan as Finch MeComas mads
thelr contribution te an fxcellent per-
formance, In which thers wans noreally
wealk work. Miss Rhoda Felgate s
to be whole-heariedly congratulated
an her achievement as the producer.
Her judgment, her senss of stage-
eraft and the frulis of her coaching
were gverywhere appgrent.

, The Wilaton Btate School orchastra
played incldental musle, The house
wia crowded, as it well deserved to
ha. The play will be repeated to-
night.
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